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with mental ages below seven show ability in phonic
analysis, even where there has been systematic instruction.
My own experience is that it is not until about mental age 7
(i.e. pupils of 6+ years of above average intelligence) that
a child can intelligently make extensive use of the breaking-
down-building-up method of tackling new words.
A further disadvantage of the accompanying analysis
and synthesis. of the phonic method is that it tends to slow
down learning by word wholes, and hence interferes with
the idea of grasping words, phrases and sentences as
meaningful reading units. This is particularly so where
drills on groups of similar phonic words are excessive.
With some children sounding becomes an end in itself,
and in consequence both normal eye movements and under-
standing of what is read are unnecessarily impeded.
One advantage of the phonic method is that it gives
the pupil more power in tackling certain new words, not,
as is claimed, a method of tackling many new words,
for irregular words must be learnt as wholes; variations
from the learnt vowel and consonant sounds occasion
difficulty to all but the bright pupils. However, this con-
fidence produced in pupils by the use of simple controlled
material in the initial stages is not to be underestimated.
My own experience is that I would rather see children of
below average intelligence using a phonic method than an
ultra-modern " experience " or " project" method where the
material is simply " groaning " with a too heavy vocabulary
burden which does not give the pupils a chance to learn
gradually a selected number of new words. Such a method
is all project and little reading. Actually neither method,
is the most effective with the duller section of the class.
It is obvious from the foregoing remarks that the
phonic method for beginning reading is not the most suitable
approach. This fact is being increasingly recognised by
intelligent teachers. But it is also just as sure that at a
certain stage in the pupil's reading he requires some